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Wisconsin Communities Reaching Energy Independence

MADISON - Governor Jim Doyle today announced ten Energy Independent (EI) Pilot
Communities are well on their way toward achieving “25 x 25” - getting 25 percent of their
electricity and 25 percent of their transportation fuels from renewable sources by 2025.

“Through the EI Pilot program communities have found ways to reduce their overall 2025
fossil fuel-based energy consumption by 30 percent,” said Governor Doyle. “This is
significant considering we spend $16 billion on fossil fuel energy every year in Wisconsin,
and all those dollars go outside of our state. We are finding ways to reduce our dependence
and generate jobs in Wisconsin.”

Two independent reports released by the Office of Energy Independence revealed how the
ten EI Pilot Communities were able to accomplish 98 percent of their collective 25 x 25 goal.
The communities reduced their overall 2025 fossil fuel-based energy consumption by 30
percent and reduced their 2025 carbon dioxide emissions by 40 percent.

The information gathered by the EI Pilot Communities will assist Wisconsin local units of
government including the 140 EI Communities to decide which strategies will work best with
their unique assets and capitalize on the diversity of their resources.

The reports were conducted by two non-partisan research and policy organizations: the Local
Government Institute and the Energy Center of Wisconsin. To complete the process, the
Office of Energy Independence collaborated UW-Extension, Focus on Energy, Wisconsin
Counties Association, Wisconsin Alliance for Cities, Wisconsin League of Municipalities,
Wisconsin Towns Association, Municipal Electrical Utilities of Wisconsin and WPPI Energy.

For more information, visit www.energyindependence.wi.gov
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