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WisPolitics: Local governments urge more efficiency, not consolidation
3/18/2010

The Local Government Institute is pressing for the creation of a Joint Legislative Council study committee on cooperation between county
and municipal officials, with the goal of implementing legislative changes to increase efficiencies.

Wausau Mayor Jim Tipple told a Capitol press conference on Tuesday the committee should have "the aim of creating enabling legislation
for special taxation districts where necessary, including revenue frameworks and taxing authority."

LGI -- which includes the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, the Wisconsin Counties Association, the Wisconsin Towns Association and
the Wisconsin Alliance of Cities -- unveiled its first report, arguing that increasing local government collaboration serves the public better
than consolidation of local governments.

"We found that it is probably far more important to look at how a public service is provided rather than who provides that service," said Bill
Mielke, an LGI board member. "Regional provision of services, consolidation of services and privatization of services all offer higher levels
of service at the same or less cost."

Tipple said initial changes should focus on recycling programs, public health, county law enforcement, metro fire and EMS departments,
and animal control. But LGl officials said the report should provide a framework for all public programs as local government deal with
increasing demands and stagnant revenue streams.

Jean Jacobson, chairwoman of the Town of Norway in Racine County and the former county exec, recalled how a pair of her nearby
municipalities had to wait four years to merge because of state regulations, and that it ultimately took a new state law to enact the merger
despite widespread public support.

"Residents of our communities do not see lines drawn on the street indicating where the municipal lines are drawn," Jacobson said. "They
do question why different garbage trucks painted different colors come into the same neighborhood each week, crossing over each other
picking up the garbage."

Wisconsin Counties Association Executive Director Mark O'Connell said the report's emphasis on create locally administered coordinating
councils would enable local officials to start asking difficult questions about public services without fear of retribution in the public arena.

O'Connell added that local governments are facing funding challenge not only in the current economic climate, but likely for decades to
come.

"The property tax is absolutely, without question not sustainable as a major funding source of government in the future,” O'Connell
warned.

But Mielke said that since a shift away from the property tax promises to be "complex and politically charged," his report focused on how
to best function under the current system.

O'Connell said the LGI recommendations are consistent with the findings of the Wisconsin Way coalition, a tax reform group which the
counties association is also involved in. O'Connell said he expected the Wisconsin Way's recommendations soon.

See the LGl report:
http://www.localgovinstitute.org/sites/default/files/LGl%20Roadmap%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
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